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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
INLAND WETLAND & WATERCOURSES AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2021 

On Line/Via WebEx & telephone 
7:00 pm 

  

MINUTES   

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Thursday, February 4, 2021 

via WebEx teleconference and telephone, James Sullivan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:01 

o’clock, p.m.  with the following participating: 

 Commissioners:  Matthew Bunko, David Byrne, Greg Ali, & Bethany Solury 

 Alternates: Michael Kryzanski 

  Ex-Officio:  David Lavallee, Ass’t Town Planner      

    James Grappone, Ass’t Town Engineer 

  

      Absent:  Christopher Borowy, Commissioner      

   William Kowalewski, Commissioner      

   Jessica Smith, Alternates  

     

 A quorum was determined. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was waived. 

  

James Sullivan, Chair, presiding: 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Regular Meeting of January 7, 2021 

 Mr. Bunko made a motion to approve as presented.   Ms. Solury seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action 

 None this evening. 
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Inland Wetland/FF Applications: 

 A. Information/Action – IW #1283 – Application of Rebecca Fede and Deborah Elliot, 

seeking to disturb Upland Review Area for new home construction.  Property located at 300 Pratt Street. 

 The Chair reminded everyone an extension was provided to April when we would assess the 

pond which is believed to be a vernal pond but we need a determination of that.   Mr. Lavallee said the 

consultant and commission can chime in on this in March as that is typically when we get the 

information we need in the field. 

 Mr. Bunko made a motion to table pending review of the vernal pool.   Mr. Byrne seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 B. Information/Action – IW #1287 – Application of the Town of Southington seeking to 

perform work in wetlands/upland for repairs to two bridges on Aircraft Road for the Linear Trail 

extension.  Property located at Aircraft Rod and the Quinnipiac River. 

 The Chair offered some commissioners had a chance to take a walk and assess the two bridges.  

One was behind the Planet Fitness.  That’s a large stone structure that’s going to be repointed.  And, 

then there is the actual bridge on Aircraft Road that’s going to be replaced.  He had no specific 

comments on the plan. 

 One thing that came up with the one on Aircraft Road is we are not sure if it is accessible by 

kayak at any time.  It seems very shallow there.  We were wondering if the bridge was going to be too 

low to get underneath it to do construction. 

 James Grappone, Ass’t Town Engineer, responded that is going to be a pedestrian bridge wide 

enough for maintenance vehicles.  The bottom cord to the water level, Dave Cicia of BL Companies may 

be able to answer the question more specifically.  I think there would be enough head room there but I 

can’t say 100% for sure. 

 David Cicia, principal engineer with BL Companies, agreed.   Regarding the stone culvert and the 

head room, between the low cord and the streambed there is about 10’.  It does go down on the sides, 

but right in the middle there should be plenty of head room during normal flow conditions. 

 Discussion. 

 The Chair reiterated he didn’t have any big issues with this.    I guess there is going to be 

substantial planting where the old railroad bridge was, the large structure.  And, again, it seemed pretty 

clear cut where the pedestrian bridge was going to go as well over on Aircraft Road.   

 Mr. Cicia added there were a few questions presented at the previous meeting that have been 

incorporated into the design including notes regarding plantings as well as keeping refueling equipment 

away, providing spill kits on site in case there are any spills during construction, and then two treat 

disturbed ground with proper seed mixtures and matting.   We’ve taken care of all the comments given 

previously.   Mr. Lavallee agreed. 

 A motion to approve IW#1287 was made by Mr. Ali.   Mr. Bunko seconded.  Motion passed 5 to 

0 on a roll call vote. 
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 C. Information/Action – IW #1288 – Application of Livewell Alliance, Inc., seeking to 

expand the Livewell Facility on an existing parking lot and within the upland review area.  Property 

located at 1261 So. Main Street, Plantsville. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised the applicant is aware of the concerns that came up from the commission 

members who walked the site.   If they’d like to address those comments now. 

 Attorney Lou Martocchio, 191 Main Street, Southington, CT, representing the applicant, 

addressed the concerns.    

 My understanding is they are twofold: 

 (1) Whether or not the area of shorter or less distance area of the impacted area in the 

Quinnipiac River, whether there were any plans in which to fortify or place riprap around that ledge.  

The immediate answer is there were no plans to do that.  I know this was addressed at a prior meeting 

when we did discuss it briefly on the record. 

 First and foremost, erosion is a natural part of progression.  We don’t want to do anything to 

enhance that for further it along.  The plans as submitted have a safety plan in place that should and will 

prevent any undue or unnecessary erosion in that regard. 

 Secondly, if we were to touch the embankment area, it would likely open it up to DEP 

involvement or Army Corp of Engineers.  I don’t know that from the applicant’s perspective that there is 

a need.  The plans as laid out should or would appear to address that concern. 

 And, a related aspect of that that Mr. Lavallee and I discussed and he was kind enough to 

provide us with sort of a handwritten markup of the site plan, was the possibility of decreasing the 

roadway or entryway approximately 10’.  In doing so, our primary concern related to that, is it will 

create a significant hazard.  All of the parking in that area will be under the building.  Each River Home 

will have a designated parking spot under the building.  By reducing the travel portion of that roadway, 

it’ll greatly increase the risk of individuals’ either backing out or pulling out, greatly increase their chance 

to see oncoming traffic.  It’s something we will do if the commission desires, but I am hopeful that we 

would consider a less intrusive alternative. 

 We had contemplated during our meeting this afternoon; was perhaps we intensify and fortify 

the area with additional plantings and any other necessary steps to prevent runoff/erosion or more 

importantly contain and control erosion.   

 I would be happy to open it up to the project engineer for further explanation.   Or if you could 

give us a little greater detail as to the concerns, maybe we can find a modification today that is suitable 

and addresses your needs. 

 The Chair said one of the things that struck him when on site was the present-day landscaping 

seemed to be rather close to the riverbank.   That was my concern.  Again, with increased planting, it 

may help to stabilize that area.  With the parking spaces there, you don’t want the bank behind there 

eroding.   It seems close there. 

 Attorney Martocchio said they conversed back and forth with the town officials on that.  It is 

probably a moot point.  There is some question about there being limbs and trees that fall and we would 
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be removing those as it relates to the plantings near the Quinnipiac River.   They would be removed as 

one of the first steps in the construction process.  Stabilizing the area, erosion control and the long-term 

plan would be to increase the number of plantings and whatever other recommendations this 

commission would make to ensure there would not be any other further unnecessary erosion.   

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Lavallee agreed if you get increased plantings in there with a more consolidated root 

system, maybe some dogwoods along the edge there, I did notice the wetland line follows the edge of 

the river so its not like there is a concern that the river will creep into the wetlands as a floodplain 

because the floodplain is right up against the bank and doesn’t stretch beyond the bank.  The primary 

concern is any disturbance to the wetlands if the soil wasn’t as consolidated.   

 Discussion. 

 The depressions would act as floodplain storage, too.   They are not to be disturbed.  They’ll 

function as intended and beyond.       

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Ali made a motion to approve this item with the stipulation that the increase in plantings 

will happen and that the areas discussed are not to be disturbed.   Ms. Solury seconded.  Motion passed 

5 to 0 on a roll call vote.    

 

Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those 

scheduled for action. 

 The Chair brought up the Southington Country Club has been approved by the PZC to move 

forward with a $4.5 million purchase.   I wanted to point out we did do a site walk of this property in 

2008 or 2009.  There was 114 houses and we saw them all.  We covered where the houses were going to 

be.  It’s there.   Half acre lots. 

 At that time, we did a number of sites like that as they were talking about changing or increasing 

the amount of open space required in a subdivision. 

 The plans are on file at the Town Planner’s Office. 

 There will be a referendum in May on this item. 

 

Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Misc. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised the grants are moving forward.  We closed on the School Street property in 

Marion for open space as well as the Mount Vernon piece and the stable for development rights as well 

on Laning Street.  There is always something we are working on. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised there was one letter of inquiry regarding the hot water heater that was on 

the bank of a brook.  They moved it out of that area and they’re working with the town to get it out of 

there.  They need a pass for the recycling center.  They are working on it and they didn’t ignore us.  
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Adjournment 

 Mr. Ali made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Mr. Bunko seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


